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Preliminary findings
1. Students know little about how to give effective prompts to achieve a

desired outcome 
2. Thesis statement development skills don’t sink in for many learners 

(long-term memory). 
3. The interactive process (turn-taking) at ChatGPT affords learners with

opportunities to reflect on their logical reasoning skills (meta-cognitive
learning).  



Why and How do I incorporate AI into my Freshman English course? 

• Action research  (fall 2023; 2024 fall)

• Iterative process (planning → implementation → reflection → revisiting → replanning 

→ implementation → reflection →…)

• Instruments: (ChatGPT-assisted) assignments, grading rubrics, learning sheets, surveys

• Participants: 

• 36 non-English majors in one section of the Freshman English course at SCU  

• CEFR: B2 





Grammarly corrected samples 
..\112-1 Freshman English\Automark samples\Grammarly 李昱寬.pdf

Impersonal?

../112-1 Freshman English/Automark samples/Grammarly 李昱寬.pdf


Fall 2023 in-class practice: 
1. Learning about different reasoning styles 

(Meta-cognitive skills)
2. Give prompts at ChatGPT to improve the writing

https://forms.office.com/Pages/AnalysisPage.aspx?AnalyzerToken=Idbwe4ajF8ipFh24XKq3c8HLT88MSX5d
&id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAFuIPrrsPFUNFFZQ0VSV0daQ08zTDFXTTRKUVRXWkdLNi4u

..\112-1 Freshman English\2023 fall 加強班\Week 3 teacher version.pdf

https://forms.office.com/Pages/AnalysisPage.aspx?AnalyzerToken=Idbwe4ajF8ipFh24XKq3c8HLT88MSX5d&id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAFuIPrrsPFUNFFZQ0VSV0daQ08zTDFXTTRKUVRXWkdLNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/AnalysisPage.aspx?AnalyzerToken=Idbwe4ajF8ipFh24XKq3c8HLT88MSX5d&id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAFuIPrrsPFUNFFZQ0VSV0daQ08zTDFXTTRKUVRXWkdLNi4u
../112-1 Freshman English/2023 fall 加強班/Week 3 teacher version.pdf
../112-1 Freshman English/2023 fall 加強班/Week 3 teacher version.pdf


Different reasoning styles 

Circular reasoning in Mandarin Chinese Linear reasoning in English 



Assignment overview (spring 2024) 
Assignment #1 instructions, grading rubrics 

..\112-2 Freshman English\2024 spring COIL Monday\2024 spring 
FE ChatGPT-enhanced written assignments prompts.pdf

..\112-2 Freshman English\2024 spring COIL Monday\2024 spring 
FE assignment 1 instructions, template.pdf

..\112-2 Freshman English\2024 spring COIL Monday\Thesis 
Statement Clarity and Focus Rubric (assignment 1).pdf

../112-2 Freshman English/2024 spring COIL Monday/2024 spring FE ChatGPT-enhanced written assignments prompts.pdf
../112-2 Freshman English/2024 spring COIL Monday/2024 spring FE ChatGPT-enhanced written assignments prompts.pdf
../112-2 Freshman English/2024 spring COIL Monday/2024 spring FE assignment 1 instructions, template.pdf
../112-2 Freshman English/2024 spring COIL Monday/2024 spring FE assignment 1 instructions, template.pdf
../112-2 Freshman English/2024 spring COIL Monday/Thesis Statement Clarity and Focus Rubric (assignment 1).pdf
../112-2 Freshman English/2024 spring COIL Monday/Thesis Statement Clarity and Focus Rubric (assignment 1).pdf


Student sample 1

Student sample 李昱寬 (spring 2024 FE assignment .pdf

Student sample 李昱寬 (spring 2024 FE assignment .pdf


Student sample 2
(nonsense critique)

2024 spring FE assignment 1 template(批改)_葉紘佑_.pdf

2024 spring FE assignment 1 template(批改)_葉紘佑_.pdf


2024 spring FE (Monday) survey for assignment #1: thesis statement

https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?origin=NeoPortalPage&subpage=design&i
d=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAFuIPrrsPFUNVoxWjFFVzE5WDdUTjg5Ulg5QkwyV
E9DWi4u&analysis=true

https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?origin=NeoPortalPage&subpage=design&id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAFuIPrrsPFUNVoxWjFFVzE5WDdUTjg5Ulg5QkwyVE9DWi4u&analysis=true
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?origin=NeoPortalPage&subpage=design&id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAFuIPrrsPFUNVoxWjFFVzE5WDdUTjg5Ulg5QkwyVE9DWi4u&analysis=true
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?origin=NeoPortalPage&subpage=design&id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAFuIPrrsPFUNVoxWjFFVzE5WDdUTjg5Ulg5QkwyVE9DWi4u&analysis=true


Preliminary findings
1. Students know little about how to give effective prompts to achieve a

desired outcome 
2. Thesis statement development skills don’t sink in for many learners 

(long-term memory). 
3. The interactive process (turn-taking) at ChatGPT affords learners with

opportunities to reflect on their logical reasoning skills (meta-cognitive
learning).  



Pedagogical implications
1. ChatGPT is an instrument that helps sharpen students’  reasoning and

argumentation skills in meaningful contexts such as the SDGs

2. EFL learners need to adapt to the paradigm shift of prioritizing content

(thesis statement & topic sentences) over form (grammar).  

3. EFL learners need to learn how to navigate the interactive process with

ChatGPT. (e.g. extent of revision)

4. Whose reasoning and argumentation styles? ( * Native norms of speech

or English as lingua franca?) 

prompt and revision scope.png
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