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CONTEXT

® Second/Foreign language learning: English and Japanese

m Academic Writing Course
® Learners: (E) Undergraduate students: |5t & 2"9 year

(J) Graduate students: Commerce
m Courses: 2 semesters (April 2017-March 2018)



WRITING PROCESS

m |980’s in the USA

® Process (vs. product)

m Explicit instruction about the process
m Recursive (many drafts) & generative

m Collaboration with peers

m Reflection & Self Review (Zamel, 1976, 1983)



SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIVISM

Learning is mediated.

m | earning is fundamentally social.
m  |earning is situated.
m  |earning is distributed.

m | earning is participation in communities of practice.

Socialcultural Theories (Vygotsky, Engstrom,Wertch, Lave & Wenger)



SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIVISM: INSTRUCTIONAL

APPLICATIONS

Roles: teacher, learner, materials
Activities: Peer collaboration & learning
Assessment:
® Why: Learning & Teaching Development (vs. final judgment)
= What: Multiple (vs. | test, | paper)
® Who:Teacher, Learner & Peer (vs. teacher only)
= How: Jointly and transparency (vs. surprise)
= How often: Formative & Summative (vs. once at the end)

@fclio, e-Potfor@ ‘




ACADEMIC WRITING COURSE (E)

Learners’ activities

m 6 pieces of writing in |3
weeks: 2 assignments (2
drafts each) + 2 writings

® One test on text citation

m Optional learning support
task

Teacher’s activities

= Feedback on each draft

= Conference with each student
on draft 1 in class
= Conference outside of class



ACADEMIC WRITING COURSE (J )

Learners’ activities Teacher’s activities

= 3 writings 2 drafts each «===mp = Feedback for 6
(400, 500 & 600 words) Writings

=2 abstracts (1 draft) =™ Feedback (once)
= Paper critique (1 draft) ¢y " Feedback (once)
= Peer conference (once)



ACADEMIC WRITING COURSE (E): E-POTFORLIO

m Collection of writings |
® Similarity (plagiarism) turnitin @
= Feedbacks

® Grading rubrics (Draft |, Draft 2)

Grades (A1=30% (2 drafts), A2=30% (2 drafts), A3 & A4=30%,
Test=5%, Participation=5%)




DISPLAY OF KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS 1:

STRUCTURE

= Style (APA) & Form (paragraph):
] _ = Indentation

Problems with Living in the Countrysidg Ieft J ustlfl ed
& PP years, some people want to live in the countryside and move there.

R o

Although the population living in the countryside is decreasing. This essay will explain /

two important problems with living in the countryside. First, the countryside is u I n Stltutl O n S p e C I fl C S pe C kS

inconvenient place. scc(,“d_)»oungpcomen’;’-o—f'li—’n&cityandelderlypeoplekeep u StUdent,S name (On the Ieft: Sealed)
= Student’s ID number (on the right)

One problem with living in the countryside is very inconvenient. There are
tryside. There

any facilities around. This is because there are many rice fields in t

are no places to work in the countryside, so many people do agriculture. When they

= Highlighted in green
Thesis statement

need to something, they have to go far and go shopping. For example, they might have

to use a car. Although some people who do not have a car are inconvenient. In addition,

there are no facilities around. For example, if there is something people who living in TO p I C S e nte n Ce




DISPLAY OF KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS 2: IN PEER REVIEW

R - -~ = Capital letter for
Problems withdiving in the countryside
each content
In these days, the number of people are living in the countryside. Although many word
people said that they like living in the countryside, there are many problems to live in.
_ , : : ar T : = Verb tense
This essay will explainsthe-two important problems w side. First,

people who live in the countryside cannot have a good time in their lives. Second, many

people cannot have good chances to work.



DISPLAY OR OF KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS?

NC= Not corrected

Draft 1. This essay will explain two

L] L] L]
o Important social problem in Japan
! Back in the days, Japan was, good country, and yet Japan’s economic growth rate [ ] [

NE .

has been slumped since 1990s. Japan has many problems now. This essay will explain

> \d r/r v ‘l‘-
Py two important social problem in Japan. First, people who are not marfy have been O r

increasing in Japan. Second, there is high suicide rate in Japan.

————— Draft 2: This essay will explain two { form

increasing in Japan. In recent years, there are few people who get married with other n - -
people in comparison with old years in Japan. This is because it is very difficult for I I I I p O rta n t : ; O C I a I p rO b I ‘ I I l I I I J a p a n .
== Japanese men to get a secure job with good pay in recent years. Although many

Japanese men could not get high salary, the rate of workforce participation by women in

Japan has been increasing since 1990s, so many Japanese women can get a secure job

do W+

* Knowledge shown in the same essay
et * Grammar learned in a junior high school

)&~ to be support by husband? Therefore, the sales of various industries are sluggish. For

example, the sales of wedding industry and the hotel industry are sluggish, because

VO Wedding ceremony is a big source of revenue for hotels, and wedding industry. n g I S

= ‘e \

— However, there are few people who perform a wedding ceremony. In Jap:{;\, and the sale

* Guided writing: This sample S given prior to
task



DISPLAY OF OR LACK OF UNDERSTANDING: CASE A

Proposal Paper, Draft 1  Proposal Paper, Draft 2 Some highlighting the revised or
edited parts (5 outof 8, + 1
guestion)

o oRE o ) ReVISed
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T « style (n=2): title, reference
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« Style (n=2): purpose of the study
& topic sentence

« forms (n=2)
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* Non-revised: Explicitly shown by
the instructor



DISPLAY OF OR LACK OF UNDERSTANDING: CASE B

roposal Paper, Draft 1  Proposal Paper, Draft 2 Highlighting the revised or
edited parts
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— Revised: 100%
« vocabulary (n=2)
« forms (=3)
« style (n=3): title, font, name
Not revised:0
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DISPLAY OR LACK OF UNDERSTANDING: CASE C

Final paper, Drat | comments Final paper, Draft 2 nghllghtlng the revised
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DISPLAY OF OR UNDERSTANDING: CASE A

: Final Paper, Draft 1 Final Paper, Draft 2
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A'S STORY IN EMAILS

Email exchanges

title: 7?7
text: 506 letters

title: What is it that you understood?
text: 720 letters

/Thank you for your response. I have read it. I )

understand your response, and what I lack in. I
will do my very best, and thank you very much

SEEDREESHFERLELLESDMNESTSNET
FEDBRIEORENS IADREDZ LR EDREL ThESHMDFELZ. N

(1 have a question. If the green part is ‘my )
story’, would it still be plagiarism?

TE B5LOEEBMGDTFIIINEE RO (FELEDDRETELES.
MgTIn?

= .



REFECTION: A

Feedback on the Course :

« High score on course evaluation over all

* Q 8: Do you think you can now analyze your writings critically? (4)
R: Quotes are the problems.

* Q 9: Can you revise your writings yourself? (4)
R: | can do it very well.



REFECTION: B

Feedback on the Course :

* Q 8: Do you think you can now analyze your writings critically? (3)
R: 1do not think | can.

* Q9: Can you revise your writings yourself? (3)

R: | can only the big parts, but many times, | am not able to come up with the
most appropriate expressions.

* High score on course evaluation over all



REFECTION: C

Feedback on the Course :

Q8: Do you think you can now analyze your writings critically? (4)
R: | know my strength and weakness, but it Is not easy to improve my
weakness.
Q9: Can you revise your writings yourself? (3)
R: | can only the big parts, but many times, | am not able to come up
with the most appropriate expressions.

High score on course evaluation over all



HOW DO WE KNOW THAT STUDENTS HAVE LEARNED?

Teachers’ voices:

« Ateacher learned the most, not students.
« Polity: 1 hour maximum per one student

Teachers question:
* What do these grades (100%) tell us?

* Why do they not show what they know? Lack of
knowledge/skills? Slip? Or not interested in this

EFL grades

JSL Final paper task? o
Student A = 60% « Have they reached the goals and objectives?
Student B = 90% * Are the grades related with their display of

Student C = 80% knowledge/skills?



HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT STUDENTS HAVE LEARNED?

Tracing learning in writing
reflection, conferences (peer and with instructor)
E-portfolio and assessment

Visualize learning processes

Narrative as a course evaluation instrument
More telling than multiple choices

Learners’ beliefs and their actions: How are they
related?



LEARNER’S BELIEFS & LEARNING BEHAVIORS

beller Detinec

= Value-related and tend to be held more tenaciously (Wenden, 1999)
= What learner holds to be true about these objects and processes &

= | earners can “cope with specific content and contexts of learning” (Benson &
Lor, 1999)

Belief claimed

* |mportant as they can impact a learner's motivation, attitude and learning
processes (Riley, 1996).

* Good language learners can make use of their beliefs in other contexts to re-
construct new experience (White, 2008).



LEARNER'’S BELIEFS & LEARNING BEHAVIORS

Beliefs on learners’

learning behaviors
participation

learner’s role

In writing classes, consultation sessions



