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What is metadata?

● Data of data

● Original from card catalog of library in 1980s

Metadata management has been adopted in 

biodiversity study

Museum collection
Geospatial metadata
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Why metadata is important for biodiversity research?

1. Provide additional information to extend research beyond the samples per se

2. Help users to access and mine data efficiently

3. Help researchers to manage data systematically

4. Provide necessary information to justify sample quality

Metadata for Soundscape ecology

1. Large quantity of recordings, especially ultrasoundscape studies. Therefore, 

systematic data management is necessary.

2. Analysis and exploration of long term recordings are time- and resource 

consuming, at least, currently.

3. Analyzable data of biological information must be derived from the original 

files, hence part of the metadata 
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EML(Ecological Metata Language)

An extension of XML (extenable Markup Language) 

that designed for ecological works by ESA. Used by 

ESA, GIBIF and associated (e.g. Taibif, Asian 

Soundscape)
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Metadata for Asian Sounscape Network

● SoundscapeDataManagement_2018_US_workshop.xlsx

● 8 worksheet: EML, project, site. sensor, deployment event, sampling 

event, occurrence, taxon

Team up

Each team please finish your metadata spreadsheet by this session

1. Team Cat Tien-Vy, Khanhs, Thuan, Cuong

2. Team Cat Ba- Thong, Leuong, Q Tuan, Tuan N

3. Team Malaysia Gunung Mulu - Ellen, Dao, Tai, Janice 

4. Team Malaysia Kubah - Emy, Praveena, Hai, Vuong

On May 11, please upload the datasheet to FTP (Janice)
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1. Basic description of the dataset (recordings in this case)

EML sheet-basica metadata

For each of the team, I will need to discuss with you together 

on the legality and permission for opening the recording

EML sheet (filled)

● Description: abstract of the project related to the dataset (I will fill later)

● Resource contacts- person in charge the project associated with the dataset
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EML sheet-resource creators 

Information about who actually fill the metadata

EML sheet-metadata provider

Information about who in charge the metadata (e.g. yourself or your advisor/boss)
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EML sheet

EML sheet-sampling methods (filled)
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Project(filled)

Automatic generated

Site

Select from list Automatic generated

Major landscape type

Degree-minute-second-decimal places
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Sensor

Fill # of the current recorder but 

change later

Fill # of the current mic model but change to U2 later

Deployment event

Automatic generated Select from list
projectID-countryID-siteID-# of Mic
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Sampling event, occurrence and taxon metadata

● Data analysis workshop (2019)


